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[ The Torah is not a history book. “Torah” means “guide,” and every-
thing in Torah is intended to guide us.

After emerging from the Ark, “nw™ .01 U HRTRA WR 13 A
n%IR TIN3 %arm “2wM 1 o - Noach, the man of the earth, debased him-
self and planted a vineyard. He drank of the wine and became drunk”

QD (Bereishis 9:20-21). What doeés this teach us?

“onn PR R NI - Noach was a complete tzaddik™ (ibid. 6:9).

How do_csa “complete tzaddik” drink to intoxication?!

S —

The commentaries explam that Noach knew how much he could
drink safely without the wine affecting him, but that was before the flood.
What Noach did not consider is that the world had undergone a radical

B SR

T e = e

change, it was not the same world he had known. I a new wnrld~91d-1=u-les

may | not apply What was to}erable in the old world may not be tolerable i in
the newwaild,” T T
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QQ { In the 16" century, Rav Chaim Vital, the chief disciple of the
; e

F

‘1\ environment and opportunities.

Arizal, said, “Given the pollution of the environment, our only hope is
prayer”” He was not referring to carbon monoxide pollution, because
there were no automobiles then, but rather to spiritual deterioration. If the

spiritual atmosphere of the 16" century was polluted, what can we say

about our current environment, when the airwaves convey gross
immorality, violence, and corruption into our living rooms?! Every trace of
decency has been eroded. Every day, new scandals about people in positions

of leadership are revealed,

@ur world has undergone a radical change. Not only is it not the

e

‘ world of yore, but it is not even the world of decades past, The old rules are

\

“

not adequate. Some human foibles were tolerable in the old world, but to-

day we must live by higher standards. In past generations we could live

as Shulchan ;‘i‘ruch Yidden, and that was good enough, but today we must

09/10/2018 20:08

P

be Mesillas Yesharim Yidden to give ourselves and our children the spirityal

capital needed to survive the current spiritual atmosphere.

ik 1R B o

Rav Chaim Vital felt that prayer was a solution. Perhaps we should
become a bit more sincere about our prayer. Prayer requires meditation,
but"how much can one meditate when the most desirable minyan is the

one'that finishes fastest?

In the past, young people.married and raised families, and for the

most p"art,"fal_ni[ies were st@lc. "loday we have a divorce rate that is alarm-
ing, and children are effected by the deterioration of shalom bayis. Our

~ young men and women are marrying without the slightest concept of the

resp'onsibilit.ies that marriage entails and that consideration for one’s part-
ver must override one’s own wishes. There is an unprecedented hemor-
rhage of our children deviating into drugs and other destructive lifestyles.
Pdrenting by instinct is not acceptable. Young people, single and married,

should be educated about marriage'® and parenting,'?

Most parenting is done by modeling. We must work diligently on re-
finement of our middos in order to resist the noxious effects of today’s hedonis-

tic world, in which we are essentially trying to go up on the “down” escalator,

While the challenges presented by today’s world are daunting, we

are assured that “INR_ fii;on "_I.‘IU%H N“:m—‘bnewhvo tries to punfy himself

will receive TDivifie] Relp.” Hashem helps us overcome all challenges, and

thus no challenge is insurmountable. But to merit that help, we have to be

“I0% 82" - we must do our best to purify all aspects of our lives.

The lesson of Noach is that when the world has changed, we can-

not afford to continue “business as usual” We must take concrete steps to

improve ourselves, our fefilla, our marriages, and our children’s spiritual

#7727 P.0O4

ODND oy P @
73R D TN vy e Y vims
SIDY SRS mevee

NPY3 T nRY 197 &Y b PRIZYM |
MR NRT 1271 0% Ny omaR

11 %0 NYPMRA D10 XA xpyy 7an
IR W ORI DIR XA nne Kby

I 170 Sy o Ny m_i??'.m
D3 T3 RIXT mm op By

MK T2 72 nw TRy ey o
WD 29 70 1 7Y XA M %n
WP I am oxYY yon e
XYw nvan saom P 1290 o8
T MER Sy My omer yimxe
nn oIpm R Yo0n ™% 2

S0 M

12 83 X3 N3w N3oma KR M3y

P1092 TM¥Na nwvoa vpeg

AT PRY W7 73157 1 w0 v [g

WP W 1 Bx 0wy A o

M7 2397 1 anm 1D o3 xby

0 N DK KA Iipn RS 1w
.'71;2 19110 DIAR NRYY MR

T % ovv nnb povy SN
XPYT 3032 " P05 x5 ART
DI ROPRT 713 7D By b g7
31 nvown 1 Vpry X3 nwan
1A B3 U7R 17 N3 ond v nvmkn
Y 3 N3 onb PR am xean gy
™ PR MK 23907 125 .o
NN 1Y PRY WY mm an pa
TP W YIX mpn 31 PRY Iewb
MY xn ) 171U3 Xp11 ny
79 NPRY TPNY 1 wvea ke '54

2 orny wy > 0 na
30 WD (mpeg WIPTY Nrwisg

DRT 195 17 xa

¥z e men Sy WOR Y )

T?f G'{‘s‘ {3

poecr

s oY pwnn BN wAby) P R L) _ﬁjrj—'b?fr
B TSD REOFT ITITR 03 aven 2 R P, e —
CRLL Ak ak- R

P hn R b

= L s R B I e R e

Smabopr A oDy

q!‘; fr"v

it T, e 1L



